Lawvers

Weekly

Part of the _..#BRIDGETOWER MEDIA network

VERDICTS & SETTLEMENTS

NOVEMBER 10 2022

Couple awarded $6M after suffering
injuries from faulty deck

Bl Haviland Stewart

A COUPLE was awarded $6 mil-
lion from a verdict after suffering
injuries as the result of a collapsed
stairwell on a deck.

On March 18,2017, ahusband and
wife in their 60s was walking up
the stairs to their back deck when
the entire stairwell collapsed un-
der them. The plaintiffs were ten-
ants of a two-story rental house in
Charleston.

Accordingtothe
plaintiff’s coun-
sel, Christopher
Romeo, in 2001
thebuilders of the
rental house used
particle board to
connect the stairs
to the deck rather
than treated lum-
ber. Inthe years following, the parti-
cle board rotted through and was no
longer structurally sound. However,
this was all covered by vinyl siding,
so it went undetected by the renters.

The builders of this house both
died years ago, and their “compa-
ny” nolonger existed, and noinsur-
ance coverage for them was found,
Romeo reported. At the time of the
accident, Charleston Rental Prop-
erties was the property manage-
ment company for the house and
signed the lease as the landlord

According to Romeo, just two
months before the fall, Charleston
Rental Properties had an inspec-
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tion that identified water intrusion
issues with the back deck, includ-
ing the faux header under the stair-
case, but it never followed up on
the report.

The plaintiff’s counsel argued that
if Charleston Rental Properties had
followed up on that report, it would
have identified this as a problem
that needed to be investigated, and
the unsafe condition would have
been revealed.

According to Romeo, the defense
fought the company on liability for
51/2 years and accepted liability the
Friday before trial. Due to that, the
case in front of the jury was only
about the extent of the damages.

Both the husband and the wife
involved in this fall suffered nota-
ble injury. The wife had a fracture
with an open reduction and inter-
nal fixation surgery the next day,
infection that set in two months
after surgery and follow-up hard-
ware removal. She also suffered a
comminuted intra-articular tib-
ial plateau fracture, and now has
post-traumatic arthritis in both
her ankle and knee. She will likely
need a total knee replacement and
an ankle replacement in the future.
She totaled $96,000 in past med-
ical bills and between $115k and
$360k in future medical bills. The
jury awarded her $4 million.

The husband suffered ulnar neu-
ropathy to left arm that resolved
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after six months. Eleven months af-
ter the fall he was watching TV and
experienced a horrible pain in his
leg. An MRI showed disc herniation
with a free fragment that was sitting
on his nerve. He went in the next
day to remove the free fragment. He
now has partial drop foot. He to-
taled $72,000 in past medical bills;
no future medical bills are expected.
The jury awarded him $2 million.

The defense did not respond for
comment.
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